Obedient in Christ

Obedience That Shines - Philippians 2:12-
30

Theme: Obedience is more than doing what we are told. As God works in us,
He changes our hearts, shapes our desires, and helps us serve Jesus with joy,
humility and love.

Key verse: Philippians 2:13 “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in
order to fulfil his good purpose.”

Aim: To explore how God enables us to obey Him willingly, how we can shine
like stars in a difficult world, and how Timothy and Epaphroditus give us
examples of Christlike service to follow.

1. Welcome / Opening Reflection

We often think of obedience as something negative. We obey because
someone tells us to, because we fear the consequences, or because we have
no choice. But what if obedience could be something we want to do, rather
than something we are forced to do?

Today, we're thinking about obedience, not to a church leader or another
person, but to Jesus. What does it mean to follow Him willingly, even when
nobody is watching, and even when it costs us something?

When you hear the word obedience, what feelings or thoughts immediately
come to mind?

7 When you hear the word obedience, what feelings or thoughts
immediately come to mind?

Leader's note: Allow a few people to respond without correcting their answers.
Some may associate obedience with rules, restriction or childhood
experiences. Help the group recognise that the Bible invites us into a
relationship with God, not merely a list of rules.

2. God Works In Us
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Read Philippians 2:12-13

Paul commends the Philippians for their obedience, noting that they have
continued to follow Jesus whether he is present with them or absent.

Notice two important things in these verses:

o Our response matters. Paul encourages the believers to continue living out
their faith, taking it seriously in everyday life.

e God enables our response. God is at work within us, shaping both our
desires and our actions.

Think of a glove. On its own, it cannot move, reach out or pick anything up. But
when a hand goes inside, it can do things it could never do by itself.

In a similar way, Christian obedience isn't simply about trying harder to be
good. God works within us, changing our hearts and helping us to want what
pleases Him.

This doesn't mean we lose our freedom of choice. Rather, as we grow in our
relationship with Jesus, our desires can increasingly become aligned with His.

Discuss together

2 What do you find hardest about obeying Jesus? Is it knowing what He
wants, wanting to do it, or actually following through?

‘) What difference does it make to know that God is working in you,
rather than expecting you to do everything in your own strength?

2 How have you seen God change your attitudes or desires over time?

Leader's note: Help the group hold together both sides of Paul's teaching. We
are called to respond actively, but we do not have to rely on our own strength
alone. Obedience grows out of God's work in us.
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2 When we get things wrong, do we expect God to reject us, or do we
trust His love to help restore and redirect us?

Emphasise that God's love is not withdrawn when we fail. His correction is an
invitation to return to Him and keep following Jesus.

3. Shine Like Stars
Read Philippians 2:14-18
Paul moves from personal obedience to the way the church lives together.

He tells the Philippians to do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that
they may shine like stars in a world that desperately needs the light of Jesus.

That is a challenging instruction. It's one thing to serve when we're
appreciated, when things go smoothly, or when we're doing something we
enjoy. It's quite another to serve when we're tired, overlooked, inconvenienced
or working alongside people with whom we disagree.

Paul isn't saying that Christians must never express concerns or challenge
something wrong. Rather, he is challenging the attitude of constant complaint
and conflict that undermines our witness.

Our obedience is visible in the way we treat people, especially when things
don't go our way.

Discuss together

@) Why do you think Paul links obedience with grumbling and arguing?

2 What is the difference between honestly raising a concern and
developing a habit of grumbling?

?  Where might God be calling you to shine like a star this week: at
home, at work, in church or in your community?
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Leader's note: Encourage honest reflection rather than creating guilt. We all
grumble sometimes. The question is whether we allow God to change our
responses and help us become people who bring encouragement, peace and
hope.

If appropriate, invite people to share an example of someone whose attitude
and quiet service have made a real difference to them.

4. Examples Worth Following
Read Philippians 2:19-30

Paul introduces two people who demonstrate what obedient, Christ-centred
living looks like: Timothy and Epaphroditus.

Timothy: is described as someone who genuinely cares about the Philippians'
welfare. He isn't focused only on his own interests, but on the interests of
Jesus Christ. He has proved himself trustworthy, serving alongside Paul in the
work of the gospel.

2 Where do you see genuine care, selflessness and faithfulness in
Timothy's example?

Epaphroditus: was sent by the Philippian church to help Paul. He became
seriously ill and nearly died, risking his life in his service to Christ. Paul
describes him as a brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, and urges the church
to honour people like him.

‘2 What does Epaphroditus teach us about serving Jesus when it costs
us something?

Both men demonstrate that obedience isn't just about following instructions. It
is about becoming people who reflect the character of Jesus through love,
sacrifice, faithfulness and concern for others.

Discuss together
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2 Which quality of Timothy or Epaphroditus would you most like God to
develop in you?

2 Who have you seen serving faithfully and quietly in your church,
family or community?

F) How can we encourage and honour those who serve, rather than
taking their contribution for granted?

Leader's note: Make this practical. Invite people to name the qualities they
appreciate in others, rather than simply listing the qualities they think Christians
should have. Timothy and Epaphroditus were ordinary people whose
faithfulness made a difference.

5. Personal Response

2 Where am| finding obedience difficult?
Is there something Jesus is prompting me to do, an attitude He wants
to change, or a situation where | am resisting His leading?

‘2 How could I shine like a star this week?
What is one practical way | could show Jesus' love through my words,
actions or attitude, especially when things don't go my way?

‘2 Whatone step will | take?
Rather than making a general promise to do better, what specific
action can | take this week to put my faith into practice?
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